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Australian industry expanding rapidly

he sowing of about G600 ha of

pyrethrum crop in Tasmanis this

year signals the beginning of the
industry’s major expansion program.

.\-[-uurd:ng v BRA Field Operations
Manager, Matthew Cineenhill, the company is
alming o double the area grown to pyrethrem
by ihe year 200d), and the chamge b direct
drilling has made i all possible

“This vear ihe sowing went really well -
absolulely fantastsc,” he said,

“Weve had good crop establishment and
wig sowed mone area than 1 oniginally though
wi wouald,”

Addribonal area will be sowh in Decombser
following carly pea crops, bringing this year’s
ct;un-‘inn €lose ta G0H ha

Oing ol 1the reasons for the sucoess was ilse
development of experience among fichl stalf
and growers, and the infrdiction of now sced
drillmg vechnology.

This year BRA joined with local contractor
Tom Butler 1o purchase s new Accond Mimaar
dnll

Thas vacuum precision dill s the first of
115 kind i Australin and BRA Manager of
Research and Development, Bran Chung, said
the company was "very happy” with iis
performance.

“It bas done more than half of the new
sowings and 1% grving much better control of

he purchase of a new site by
Botanical Resources Australia
sends a strong sigmal 1o
growers, costomers and employees

that the industry is scaling wp, and it"s
here 1o stay.,

The Piper s site, not far from the current
Ulverstome site, is abresdy referred 1o by sl
as the “Py-shed”, and has the potential 10
sigmificantly reduce costs and improve
efficiency.

HBEA'S Managing Darector, Mr lan Folder,
said the 3 ha site with a 2, 500m? shod would
imitaally provide much secded siorage ¢u.m1;
harvedt

A 15 metre weighbndge with compater
contrals and capacily in excess of &0 wnnes
will be located at the site this year, and by
Sprng nest year the company sims 10 have

= A new Accoed Mimear drill har revel d oy B

Thee good Spring season has also helped the
CEOPS, prm-i.ding_ warm asd mukd comdnbons '|'lv|'|I:-
reasonable ramfall

This hail given mew growers, in particular,
confidence in the crop.

“With the new growers it is hard 1o
comvinge them that the sowing is a success for

L e

the wite completely parpose buill for handling
Bulk materials

A peollctiser will be installed during
Spring 1998, All of the activities of the
exmhing Fastland Drove ang will Be maved
to the new location in the pext fow yeans. 5
the prodection growih targets are achieved
a second exirection plant could be located
on this site

“We hope that with the significan
ingrease im valumes coming through because
of the sdditional planting of 600 ha of high
yielding crop per year for the next fow yean,
this site will give processing securily, amd
by the yeur 2000 we bope 1o have everything
on the one site,” Mr Folder sand

“It"s pan of our expansion sirglcgy - and
il is i gl investment.”

acrwinif in T

the fiest 12 weeks because it looks “bloody
awlul™ but after thal stage 1 slans o pu.'lc ug
anel et o) bop of the weeids and the acceplance
of the crop is generally very good.™ Matthew
saind

= The oew wie fov Bpdonecol Resources Auitrala o
3 00 with @ aheed avea of 1500

New staff member

Jotin Chilcots has joined BRA two days
a week to asaint field stall with operational
dhaticw, particularly sowing and contracting.

Witk more than S0 yoirs cxpericnod in
agriculture in Tasmania, Johs is known 1o
many fammors through his role as o pea and
carrod fiekd oifkoer with I".dgcﬂ and then with
Yiodom On onkoR
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Update

World’s latest refinery a success!

*  Betonial Rrtources Austrabo con new peoduce
high prode pyrechvum using an eaveosmentolly
frienuily progeis.

Staff make the
difference

wo people whe have made 2

significant contribution to new

developments in BRA in the last
vear are beiler-maker welder Mark
Eaves, and fitter and turner Jimmy
Rower,

Jimmy bkas been involved in the
comtnuction of the now refinery, and more
recently both have been imvolved in the
oomstracison of new harvesicrs for the 1997,
BE scason.

[hrector of Manufacturing with BRA, My
John Bogvink, sasd Jimmy was an cngincening
whilz without whom the reflinery project would
have boen much more difficuli

“Every time there was 3 problem he could
fix it mearly anstantanoousdy,” John saad

Jimmy staried i the industry maore 1than
10 yvears ago repaiming the planiers, then moved
ante ficld work, cutier-rower development,
field maimtenance and then on 1o the refinery.

Sinco ihat time, things have changed a
prcat deal - but that's what Jimnyy thrives on.

"1 love the job because everything is
hifferemt = what you do is usually someihing
ihai hasn"t been dome before,™ he sad

he commissioning of BRA™ new
refinery has been a great success,
with the first saleable pyrethrins

produced within three months of
construction,

Director of Manufaciuring with BRA,
John Bogvink, designed and constnicied the
plant with the assistance of Jimmy Bower,
Martin Amberson and local electricing Horst
Lerchhacher with very valuable input from
BOC Engmeering.  Financial suppost from
the Horticultaral Research aml Development
Carparation bor this development has been
muost weleomed.

A far as is known, the refinery is one of
the first of this type in the world, making a
cleaner, purer product without the use of
Mammable solvents,

“Before we had our own refinery, all of
our oleoresin was toll refined in the USA
Mow all that meney stavs in Tasmania,” Joha
said

“The refincry is environmental friendly
and 1l s possible that it coubd be used for

Mark, who has been with the industry for
|.'||'L|:|.' I months, also erjoys the vancly and
the ogiginality of the work.

As the Australian champen apprentice
batber-maker welder m 1983, Mark came 1§k
in the world championships, and retamed o
Tosmania 1o work for local engineering firms.

He onginally joined Radiord Harvesting
for foar manths to baild the first header - and
he's been there ever sinee.

* Firter & tuener faramy Bower ond beder-moker welder Mork Egves with one of the horeesters for the segson

refining other products.” The addition of this
reflinery hrings long term security to the
Australian pyrethrum idustry and o all of
TERSTETGT T

|I|1|"‘11H. ements ane planned to imcrease the
plants’ capacity in the mear fature

New Hobart office

atanical Resources Awstralia’s

Haobart affice has moved from
Ceoulburn St in the clty o 8 Gregory St
im Sandy B]:r,

SandT based im this office include Managing
Direcior lan Folder; Manager of Rescarch
and Dievelopment, Brian Chung: Planning
and Logistics Manager Bill Casey and
Office Manager Barbara Biernacks,

The new mailing address is PO Box 852,
Sandy Bay, Tasmania, 7006 and the contact
nambers are (03) 6224 4511 {phone);
(03§ 6224 4473 { fax ) aspyidinamponet.aw,

s

Like Jimmy, Mark s keen to o guality
work.

=1 don’t Hke semding anything out that |
woihd mit like anybody 1o see,” he said

“And 1 have o boss who Fets you do whas
you wanl, Peter will lesten 10 your ideas and
take on suggestions - he's pretty down the
middle.™
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Research News

R -
esearch improves returns Future plans made

uch of the poteatial Tor
Ivl inereasing the efficiency of strategic plan for all of the
pyrethrum production will I;“'"I;‘ll‘""lh?ﬂl of :h
come rom v % yrethrum industry has
rom research and development 1dentified’ fndmitey Crpaneiic

according to BHRA Manager of Rescarch
ker rescarch and development and

and Development, Brian Chung,
"Heing new the indusiry has mone s¢ope o t:‘:;;{g:t’;‘:;mh&x&hﬁ three

reduce costs and increase vields and we
anticipate we will be able to increase The plan, developed by |8 participants
profitability by at least 1% by the year 2000," selected to represent the whole industry,
hiz saxied salsd it wanied “a progresaive, profible
and sustainable imdustry which by the year
2000 weill have | 500-2000 ha of high
yitlding crop amd will supply 3 significant
proportion of the world demand for
pyrethrum produits.™

Panticipants incleded growers, BRA
staff, research providers and the
Horticuliural Rescarch and Development
Corporation.

HBRA Manager of Rescarch and
Development, Brian Chung, said the
meeting started by undenaking a analysis
of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunitics
andl threats facing the industry.

BN BEITE UM W ST [ERATT BAFETIELTE

higher Lol densatics of the seoded crops, mos
of which will be harvesiod for the fird time
this year.

Research is funded through a grower
conirbution of 2. 4% of their returns which s
then more than matched by BRA and then again
b the Hertsoubtioral Research and Devielopment
Corporation.

“The total valee of RED progects for the
next three years is inoexoess of 316 million
and this iz spresd scrow a wide range of
progects with a larpe numnber of highly skilled
rescaichers.” Brian said

Cost reductions will come from betier woed
comtrod, betier disease control and better crop
establishment. Yield increases will come from

Current research & development

pa

’ than weaknesses and our major weakness
i3 not gaough production te meet the

market opportuaity,” be sadd.

The participants alio saw great

W polcatial o increase cfficioncy through
ood manaspomenil roscarch &, Commircial crop devielopmont reerkh e Aovel ke e FaErahas

The aim is b0 develop & wied msnagemeon
straitegy Tor divect seed crops that is
glfective, of reasonable cosl and does not
cauie & threat to rotational crops

The aim 1% 10 ensure the indusiry
achieves the expansion targets and
adopts the outcomes of the rescarch

projests.

incomse by beller using ARA's available
technobogy, equipment and axpertise.

In addithon 1o creating a strategy, the

meeting had spin offs in tevms of giving

Crop development sodics T, Cirower sarvey the growers, and the research amd

The.aim_is. 10 develop elfective. crop The aim iv o bdemtify Tanmens anlitudes development people. o better fecling of

ik T e e, Gunpu ultiars and knowledge of pyrethrum and BRA where the company thinks the industry can

In variows regions and improve seed w4 communication siralegy cam be o

produstaon tochaiqucs developed to assist ihe cxpanion of the

Seod qualaty and crop sgronomy bdntry.

The aiim has been to identify sood quality, g Wiriciing ovided 1. Remote sensing for crop nmmw..'mrnl .

optimum plant density and besi sowing £ T o Tl'rc mim st study the poessibility of

rimes fior dircet drilbod crops he aim 1% 1o develop various oplions wiing sabellite techaology as a tool for

for improving the cfficiency and crop and il monitoriag

Dhscane marsgement rescarch effectivencss of the harves operationt

The aum 1 1o develop |u1¢;ut¢d [ Apparem benefin of crops following
for y % Developmaent of the refinery pyrethram

Blight and Sclerotinia mimor which The aim has been to develop a new and This involved preliminary stadics of the

include secd treatment, biologscal control innovative refinery  Tacility for likelihood of yicld benefits to crops

aad fangicide spenys pytcthium folbowing pyrethirum

Mutriteon rescarch 10, Sonl guality rescarch 13 Benefit o cost analysis of pyrethmm

The aim is 1o develop a proceadune an lime
o aithet sdditrves which could asset with
the crop sowing operation and
extabbibiment

The aim is to develop measurable soil
parametens to idenlifly the elfects of
different CIopping regimes faech as
pyrethrom) on soil quality

reagarch and development

T iem B e b el (e oG
bemefitn of RED projects to ihe
pyrethram indasiry.
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Liz does what she loves best

Nume: Liz Mann

Poslthon: Indestry Deselopment Officer

Diate sppointed: Apal 1995

md: Girew up on 8 B White
Launcesaon

Rackgroa

Hills, cmnticidke

Education: Bachelos of Agricalmnl Scionce

(Honours) “Cover cropt as a methad of
weeds in vegetshles™

Flmrhrm o the jol: Heing out and

aboit talking 1o farmers : -

Least lavourite

windy days - mmoﬁ‘lﬂtm

Interests: Romal Youth o diarict, noghonal,

Seate el Apfont kevel; and Simnny (her horse)

Lt Manm always wanted 1o work in Simming
anil whe always wanad 1o be a fiekd officer. So
whin she was apparinied as an Induslry
Deewebopenont (fFicer for the pyrethruen ndastny
b filked all her anshitions 8 once

Originalty from a femily farmn at Whise Hills,
on the outskirts of Launceston, Liz decided 1o
study agriculieral science at the University in
Hokan as & means of purswing a carcer in the
rural soctor, Afler four vesss of siudy, Liz came
out with find chea honowsn e isching 0 g a
pomiataon ds & feld officer - which she dul

As an Indastry Development Offieer, Lies
i is o educate Barmens bo talbos groater swnanship
of their crops. This is done by workdig with about
40 :llmtluv previde them wilh recom-
Tt fof cPof managomonl practices, bty
theough feld dnys and individed vinits. Liz s
respomihle for crops from Uherstone o Boat
Harbour and albso m Scottsdale. Each crop is
visiled at keast every couple of weeks. Whether

o o ILke sosess ihee Tarmor ddonesids om o ok

ume she hax svailable. A normal week involves
throe of four days in the feld poing sround the
cnops and a couple of days i the olffice.

Whien Liz first jomed the company she bad
1o beasm about the crop. the frmers and bow o
get about, She s grateful for the sappon of her
workmies in helpung her beam aboul the crops

"I presty pood Boceuse | have the sappon
when you have problens. In's nive huving back-
up” she said

“1 bad no idea about the industry when |
stasted] - | kmow mothing about pyrethrum - 1 had
s00n onG orop years apo and thet was abhout it
Mot being from the MNorth West Coast | was not
Exenslear with any of this sort of mdery ™

As 3 young fermale praduste stanting ot fn
e Inudstry, Lie founed thas the Famwers were
generally fine aboul m\lling with het

*There were 8 few who weren't - il once
1br_,t reabieod 1 was from 3 Farm theve wet g
problom,” she sud

Lz feels she pets oo well with mwst of her
fanmers and she appreciabes thelr enghusias for
the evop ansd the indusiry,

She particularty exjons working with the pood
Earercrn

“Crenerally it's the pood Carrsces that socm to
gt the pood viehds - they are keon 1o beam, keen
1o do everyihing. When you write ot
recommendatsons und tell them why, they show
an indenest in the crop, At other s they will
g you op and say hey v moliood
laappeeniimg i their crop - w el choald they da®,
she s

For Lix, joiming the pryrethnam imdustry af this
timme has been pretly exciting, particulasty with

Harvest on target

good harvest is expected for

HBotanical Resources Australin

this year, according to the
company’s Planning and Logistics
Manmager, Mr Bill Casey,

Despite the forecasts for Fl Nine 1o
miluence Awstralisn weathser patterns, raimfall
m Tasmamnin has been liode different from most
vears, znd all growers are able b brijgate crops
as reguired

It s lsoking 10 be & heavy yielding
aganon,” Mr Casey sand

“And hopefully the rain will say away
donng the harvest period,”

Thas wear up o 14 barvestens will be used
to thrash the crop, working from Christmas
through 1o the second week in February,

Four harvesters aie coming from indcrstaie,
twin of which will be used for the Firat time

Incroased efficscacies in harvest will b
achigved followang 1he purchase of the new

shed in Ulverstone with s incroased storage
spaoe anil new weighbradge

Further trals wall be condiscied by thas year
1o evaluate alicrmative harvesting melbods and
mext year W i expected an sdditional six
harvesters will be needed (o cope with the
ingreased production

*  The harvesting ressorch group . fohn MoPhes
DA Diowidd Armmptrn. connftand ond B Caney.
R4 horvest manager.

* Fald offcer Liz Mann with grawer Giosms
Mekenng, of Gawier

*Thae encusery has really tken of,” abe said
"There is quite a b of confidence out there

widh the direct sooding snd | think st wall b really
saccesaful *

Markets strong

yrethrum markets continue fo be
llﬂl;ilr thi Australism produci.
Managing Dirccior of BRA, lan
Falder, said although production was

pieking wp, all producers still had
-Imnuuhnhpnﬂnﬁurt:pmdmnd

hecausg of
of the poodoct,
kil hwnnr Ih:l.u
r PPl:u'Euh!crm
wlu-ch mrmu.!ly punhammm

'EII.-\ is hmked indo long term supply
mients wnd we Fell marginally short
ol contracts this year but within two
years we will be able 1o meet them, and
of the carment weason we shoulk!

o close this coming year™ lan said,
“Ultimately | wosld like our buyers
1o see BRA as just apother mfplu-r of a
apecialty r.'hﬂuml product. They don’i
need o be concern aboud pyrethram
coming from an agricultural production
base, just that we have a pood product
which is there when you want i, at o fair
peice. However, the challemge nomad. fod
e industry in Tawmania to contimie o
improve prodoctivity and reduce costs so
o preshect can be price competitive with

other producen™
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